
West Virginia

Department of

Tax and Revenue

Publication TSD-356
(Rev. April, 1993)

MOTION PICTURE THEATRES:  SALES AND USE TAX RULES

Recent amendments to the consumers sales and use tax laws affect service businesses such as theatres.
The purpose of this publication is to provide general information explaining the rules that now apply to
motion picture theatres.  It is not a substitute for tax laws or regulations.

MOTION PICTURE THEATRES MUST COLLECT TAX

As always, theatres still provide taxable services, such as admission to movies, and sell tangible
personal property, such as popcorn and candy.  All services and sales rendered in the operation of a
theatre are subject to the consumers sales tax, including receipts from admission tickets, video games,
programs, souvenirs, novelties, and concessions.  The tax on these items must be collected from the
consumer and timely remitted on a form WV/CST-200.  If the tax due is not added to the charge for the
admission tickets, etc., the theatre must post notice to its customers that its charges include the sales
tax.

Purchases for use in the retail portion of a motion picture theater business, such as purchases of
concession stand equipment, have been taxable since July 1, 1987, while most purchases for use in the
service portion of the business became taxable as of July 1, 1989.  The sales and use tax on these purchases
must be paid directly to the vendor.  If the vendor is not authorized to collect West Virginia sales or use tax,
the use tax must be remitted to the Department of Tax and Revenue on form WV/CST-220.

All purchases made by motion picture theater businesses are now subject to Consumers Sales and
Services and Use Tax with the following exceptions:  a theater may purchase from a supplier items for resale
(such as food for the concession stand) to the theater’s customers without paying tax if the theater issues a
properly completed sale for resale exemption certificate to its supplier.  As of July 1, 1990, the purchase, rental
or lease of motion picture films by a motion picture theater are exempt, if the admissions are subject to sales
tax.  Also, the purchase, rental or lease of video arcade machines are exempt from sales and use tax as of July
1, 1990 if the charge for playing such machines is subject to sales tax.  These latter two exemptions may be
claimed by using an exemption certificate.

If you have any questions concerning this information, please contact:

Department of Tax and Revenue
Taxpayer Services Division

P. O. Box 3784
Charleston, WV  25337-3784

Telephone:  (304) 558-3333 or
Toll Free Within West Virginia:  1-800-WVA-TAXS  (1-800-982-8297)

TDD Service for the hearing impaired:  1-800-2TAXTDD  (1-800-282-9833)

To Order Forms or Publications Call:
(304) 344-2068 or

Toll Free Within West Virginia:
1-800-422-2075


